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Agenda

The what, the why, and how building officials can help transform:

Environmental protection 

by preventing wastewater overflows

Public health 

Ensuring safe onsite wastewater management

Water conservation

Enabling water use efficiency



Environmental protection: 

Preventing wastewater overflows





Wet weather overflow caused by inflow and 
infiltration



Role of building officials



Public health 
Ensuring safe onsite wastewater management





2022 PFAs2018 EOCs
(2022 results pending)



Home owner 

confusion…



Role of building officials
• Liaise with regional councils to ensure permitted activity plan rules are followed

• Check that servicing agreements are in place before issuing code of compliance certificates

• Ensure adequate training and knowledge of onsite systems to issue related consents

Helpful 
resources
www.waternz.org.nz/
OWMS



Water conservation

Enabling water use efficiency



Current and future residential water use

Building for climate 
change initial cap 

145 

liters/person/day

Building for climate 
change final cap 

75 

litres/person/day



The LowCo home
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